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Aqua Expeditions Enters the
Galapagos Islands with the
Archipelago’s First Superyacht

Aqua Expeditions, has announced the
expansion of its fleet of luxury boutique ves-
sels with the introduction of Aqua Mare, the
first true superyacht to sail the Galapagos
Islands. Launching its inaugural expedition
on May 6, 2022, the seven-suite Aqua Mare
will offer a choice of two highly personalized
seven-night itineraries exploring the Archipelago's eastern and western regions, as
well as two 14-night voyages for the Galapagos Islands’ ultimate bucket-list adven-
ture. @
WWW.AQUAEXPEDITIONS.COM

Seabourn Names Second New
Ultra-Luxury Expedition Ship
“Seabourn Pursuit”; Announces
Inaugural Voyage Date

Seabourn, the ultra-luxury ocean and
expedition cruise line, has recently
announced that it will name its second
new ultra-luxury purpose-built expedition
ship Seabourn Pursuit, which is reflective

of the passion exhibited by expedition trav-
elers to seek out and explore natural wonders and destinations through immersive
recreational activities around the world.

Construction for Seabourn Pursuit began in fall 2020 during a ceremony in San
Giorgo di Nogare, ltaly, and the build process is well underway. The ship is scheduled
for delivery in February 2023, with its sister ship, Seabourn Venture, slated for deliv-
ery in March 2022. W

WWW.SEABOURN.COM

AmaWaterways Celebrates
Inaugural Nile River
Voyage of AmaDahlia

Award-winning luxury river cruise line
AmaWaterways celebrated the launch of its
newest ship — AmaDabhlia - on the Nile River
on September 6, sailing the Secrets of Egypt
& The Nile itinerary.

Featuring 36 staterooms including 16 magnificent suites between 370 and 430 sq. ft.,
the luxurious 72-passenger AmaDahlia offers an intimate atmosphere with an abun-
dance of space for guests to relax and unwind after a day of awe-inspiring discovery.
Designed to reflect the culture of the region, AmaDahlia welcomes guests aboard with
vibrant colors and patterns, along with inviting public spaces to take in the stunning
views of the Nile River. B

WWW.AMAWAT ERWAYS.COM

ROYAL-CARIBBEAN « SCENIC .

SEABOURN o

CARNIVAL « CELEBRI

Holland America Line

Celebrates Naming Of Rotterdam With
Ceremony In Namesake City And
Special Seven-Day Voyage

Holland America Line’s newest ship
Rotterdam is set to get the royal treatment
at a naming ceremony in Rotterdam, the
Netherlands, May 30, 2022. Her Royal
Highness Princess Margriet of the
Netherlands will be the ship’s godmother,
carrying on a Dutch royal tradition that
began in the 1920s.

Rotterdam’s special seven-day “Rotterdam
Naming Celebration” cruise sails roundtrip
from Amsterdam, Netherlands, departing
May 29 and also visits Kristiansand,
Stavanger and Fl&m, Norway, with scenic
cruising in Sognefjord.

When the ship arrives ot Rotterdam May
30, a private ceremony will be held for
invited guests that will be broadcast
throughout the ship. During the voyage,
guests will enjoy special events exclusive to
the naming sailing, including a celebrato-
ry Gala Dinner and an opportunity to par-
ticipate in the blessing of the ship's bell,
along with surprises and commemorative
gifts.

Once the ship departs Rotterdam, guests
will spend the remainder of the voyage
exploring the ports of Kristiansand,
Stavanger and the stunning fjords and
charming villages of Norway. A highlight
of the itinerary is a day of scenic cruising
in Sognefijord. The largest and deepest
fiord in Norway, the “King of the Fjords” is
one of the world’s most beautiful destina-
tions lined with majestic mountains and
lush landscapes. In Fl&m, the famous rail-
way offers an unforgettable experience,
climbing from sea level to 2,800 feet,
crossing back and forth over rivers and
passing through 20 tunnels. B

WWW.HOLLANDAMERICA.COM
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ARIA AMAZON

Amazing Amazon with Awe & Comfort

Article by Lisa TE Sonne, photography courtesy of Aqua Expeditions

“Todcy we are going to look for sloths,
monkeys, toucans and bromeliads. You
are not gonna like it. You are gonna love

it! “ The Aqua Expeditions guide then contin-

ved the briefing, by pointing on a map to the

Peruvian tributary that we were going to navi-

gate before reaching the Amazon.

We were an international group of 32 passen-
gers being pampered by a stoff of 27 on o
floating boutique hotel, the Aria, in the midst
of the vast Amazonian river system, 2,400
miles away from where the river would pour
into the Atlantic Ocean.

Every morning we woke up with floor-to-ceil-
ing views of life on this far-reaching network
of waterways. Amidst it, we were an elegant
speck — a customized, bespoke vessel with

World

guides, naturalists, and trained staoff.
Everything was designed so we and the other
passengers could gather experiences worth
remembering.

For several days, my longtime friend Beth and
| saw no cities, no other cruise ships, no other
tourist vessels. We saw, instead, lily pads the
size of beds, local families on their almost flat
wooden boats, birds with six foot wingspans
suddenly take off, and even a pink river dol-
phin one morning. Up in the trees, we looked
for sloths, anteaters, iguanas, and parrofs-
and saw them high from the ground. We were
privileged to be able to visit this part of the
changing and endangered world, and we
were treated like special visitors.

All the meticulously planned, fantastic meals
and comforts provided by high-end Aqua
Expeditions made it easy for us, as guests, to
seek out the unplannable discoveries that
highlighted our mini-safaris off the mother
ship.

One afternoon, we were heading out in our
skiff enjoying the wide-open landscape, when
the guide spotted something in the dense
shore jungle with his binoculars. The driver
headed toward @ narrowing side passage,
then slowed down. He motioned for us to be

quiet, and pointed. There was an anteater
with his tail holding onto one tree about twen-
ty feet off the ground while he stretched hori-
zontally to another tree, and we saw his very
long, thin tongue dart out onto the bark — just
before he suddenly fell out of sight, from the
trees into a tangle of green.

The crewmembers on this cruise were all from
the Amazon region and were open to dis-
cussing their own experiences. The naturalist,
Roger, spoke four different languages -
English, German, Spanish, and his birth-lan-
guage, which is now known by only 25 fami-
lies in his village, several hours away. On his
days off, Roger makes his children practice
speaking with his parents so the language
doesn't die.

The cruise director, Gabriella, could light up a
room. The small onboard gift shop she helped
run included jewelry and nopkin holders
made by indigenous people along our route.
A percentage of the profits went back to the
villages. Aqua Expeditions now also provides
carbon offsets, and they have partnered with
the World Wildlife Fund for “Natural Habitat
Adventures.”

We visited animal rescue centers that rehabil-
itate orphaned wildlife and abused pets. The




center’s guides allowed me to bottle-feed a
fellow mammal — an orphaned river mana-
tee. At another center, there was a three-toed
sloth who seemed content to hang on us lan-
guidly as if we were trees. Monkeys tugged on
my camera, and | gingerly held the head of a
14-foot Anaconda snake that started to wrap
part of its thick trunk around my leg (which
prompted me to end that experience quickly).

When | tell friends about this bucket-list trip,
they express fear that they couldn’t handle the
bugs, dirt, humidity, remoteness, and danger
they associate with the Amazon jungles and
rainforests. Here’s how we managed:

Bugs? Well, we were navigating rivers through
one of the greatest ecosystems on the planet,
so, yes, bugs! But we weren’t out sleeping in
tents and there are precautions. | took malar-
ia pills, sprayed my excursion clothes with
Sowyers before leaving home, and used the
environmentally-sensitive bug sprays that sat
next to the sunblock at the tender stations on
the well-equipped mother ship.

The results? | only received one small bite. |
never did see the swarms of mosquitos | antic-
ipated. The bugs | did see were weird or mag-
nificent.

On an early morning bird watching jaunt, the
skiffs tied together and a fresh breakfast was
presented al fresco to our collective flotilla
while we watched an avian airshow. One
guide pointed down to a “Rainbow
Grasshopper” that was resting near the bow
of the boat. | was able to get close enough to
photograph the two-inch critter to see, close-
up, that it justified its name spectacularly with
varied colors.

The insect | remember most, though, showed
up on a night excursion. With the full moon
weaving between clouds and thick jungle
growth, an occasional firefly flashed mes-
sages as our metal skiffs pushed through the
dark and the eerie vines. The guides’ held
lights at the ready to show us nighthawks,
owls, frogs, snakes, and black caiman. The
surprise guest was a “pink-toe tarantula,”
about six inches across, who found himself in
the spotlight.

Dirt2 Yes. It’s called Earth.

Aqua Expeditions provided rubber boots,
though, when trails to a local school or village
were muddy. When we went fishing for pira-
nha and the rain of the well-named rain for-
est pounded down, we were tucked in thick
rain ponchos, also courtesy of Aqua
Expeditions. Still dirt finds its way.

Back on our mother ship, however, each suite
had it's own luxurious shower. On the third
deck, a Jacuzzi offered cooling cleansing
waters. When we weren't in our suites, one of
the dedicated cabin attendants cleaned up
behind us. The staff also cleaned our dirtied
shoes and clothes while we ate restaurant-
quality meals or attended classes on cooking
and cocktails or Amazon fauna and flora.

And the ship’s beautiful teak décor seemed
spotless. At the end of the day, jungle life in
the Amazon for most of us was cleaner than
life ot home.

Discomfort? There were sweaty times when
nature’s thermostat and humidifier were not
set at personal ideals, but those conditions
were blissful to the thriving life around us,
from orchids to monkeys.

When we stepped back aboard the mother
ship after our mini-expeditions, a cold drink
and cold cloth were presented. As an added
touch, the cloths had been soaked in a tea of
cinnamon and cloves, so it smelled refreshing,
too. The bartender mixed anything we want-
ed, and, for an extra fee, the onboard
masseuse worked out any remaining stresses.
When we were ready, we could return to our
air-conditioned suite and choose whatever

temperature we liked. The ship offered
many comfortable places to view river

life.
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Danger? Danger is always there on any trip or
even a day at home. Particularly in unfamiliar
wild arecs, it’s a good idea to go with sea-
soned locals. (Even members of the Explorers
Club looking for lost cities do that.) What's
even better? Let someone else who really
knows the settings organize the trip with your
own comforts in mind.

Beth and | spent o memorable time paddling
in a locally made canoe alongside a local
woman and her daughter, who guided us in
shy English to almost hidden flowers. When
naturalist Roger came to pick us up, he could
tell we were happy, but hot. We asked if there
was anywhere we could swim before the long
ride back to the ship. He shifted directions. We
reached a place that didn’t seem particularly
different from so much of the river we had
already seen, and he turned the boat off.

| jumped in, looked for some distinguishing
landmark and asked, “Roger, where are we?2”

“You are,” he said quite seriously, “in the
Amazon River, where there are electric eels,
anaconda snakes, and lots of piranha!”

I laughed confidently, because | knew by then
that Roger and his team at Aqua Expeditions
made safety a priority, and he was vigilantly
vetting the area. Briefly, we were litlle dots
floating on part of this vast intricate network of
thousands of miles. We were a temporary part
of one of the world’s most intriguing ecolo-
gies.

The water was warm, and the sky was beauti-
ful enough to paint. We were getting a vaca-
tion and an education on the same trip — and
while we were relaxing, the remarkable trip
was another waoke up call of the need to
understand and protect the amazing diversity
of our world. W

WWW.AQUAEXPEDITIONS.COM

Lisa TE Sonne has enjoyed smaller cruises from
the shores of all seven continents as a way to
explore nature and cultures worldwide.
www.LisaSonne.com
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